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For the last seven years I have only shot digital, however I've now been convinced that film still has a

lot to offer (in terms of resolution and enhanced dynamic range).

The other beauty is that you can get your slides scanned in - then you can perform all of the digital

post production that we love doing with digital.

I initially started looking at Large Format Cameras (inspired by the photography of Stewart Skelt -

http://www.netspeed.com.au/sgskelt/.

It soon became obvious that this is beyond my current financial limits, but it did point me in the

direction of Fuji Velvia film (http://www.fujifilmusa.com/JSP/fuji/epartners/proPhotoProductVelvia.jsp).

I decided to hit up eBay for a cheap, second hand SLR. I decided to pick a base in the Minolta AF

mount (so I can reuse my existing Minolta lenses I bought for my Sony Alpha). I ended up picking up a

pretty sweet deal - got a kit of items off eBay ($370 inc postage):

Flash 4000AF (works with alpha with adapter - manual mode)

Minolta Maxxum 7000 base

Remote Cord RC1000S (works with Alpha)

Camera Case CH-73L

AF 28-85/3.5-4.5

AF 70-210/4

The 7000 base is actually quite legendary - it was the world's first AF Base and Lens system, it was

released in 1985 (meaning that it is 22 years old!). Amazingly, all of the original lenses work with the

Sony Alpha 10 MP DSLR.
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The 4000AF Flash was the top of the line flash for the early Maxxum cameras, and can be used on the

Alpha (in manual mode) with a shoe adapter ($20 on eBay from Hong Kong). This is great, because I

wanted to get into flash photography (without spending $750 on a Sony flash).

The 28-85/3.5-4.5 has a good write up on Dyxxum and looks like a good kit replacement (at least until I

get my Zeiss 16-80 next year...).

The 70-210/4 "Beercan" is a legendary Minolta lens - I already own one, and it has to be my favourite

lenses - the Alpha has built-in image stabilisation in the base - this lens alone makes the Alpha one of

the cheapest options for some of the best image quality on the market (for an F4 fixed aperture lens in

this focal range).

The kit also had leather cases for the lenses, flash and camera - and all of the original boxes! Now,

time to start shooting film and digital side-by side and compare!
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